The first group of Asians to
enter the United States in large
numbers were the Chinese. They
were used mainly as laborers in the
California gold rush and the trans-
continential railroads during the
mid-19th century. Some of them
were undoubtably members of the
established Triad societies in China
and in Hong Kong. In 1882, Con-
gress passed the Chinese Exclu
sion Act which in effect prevented
more Chinese [rom coming into the
United States. Japanese workers
gradually replaced Chinese as la-
borers, and In the 1900 census
Japanese and Chinese are the only
Asian groups noled, These strict
quotas were not repeatled until
1965; that repeal resulted in a lood
of Asian immigrants into the United
States from various parts of the
world.

Chinese street gangs can be
traced back to immigration during
the second half of the 19th century,
Because ol language problems and
cultural differences with the resi-
dent Caucasian community, Lhe
Chinese tended to live together in
particular areas or population cen-
ters, As these Chinatowns grew, so

did the concept and organizalion of

the Tong associations,

Tongs were [ormed by groups
of businessmen offering financial
support and assistance to Chinese
families and eventually grew inlo a
powerful political and business
groups. Each organization had
membership requirements such as
COMIMON SUIm:ame, Common occu-
pation or common roots from the
same region of China. One of the
first-known Tongs was the Chee

Members of an Asian gang enjoying a smoke together in the backyard.

Kung Tong, active in San Francisco
from 1860,

Chinese-organized crime,
whose members were often con-
nected to established Triads, used
the leaders ol some Tongs to lurther
their illegal objectives. These crimi-
nal influences guided the Tongs
into loan extortion. In 1894, public
feuds broke out among various
Tongs over gambling houses, own-
ership ol brothels, prostitution and
opium dens. In one example of this
protracted gang [euding, the Hip
Sing Tong engaged in open warfare
with the On Leong Tong for more
than 19 years, and the rivalry con-
tinues today. Tong members, in an
attempt to intimidate families who
borrowed money as well as to pro-
tect their growing criminal activi-
ties, began recruiting "look see”
boys lrom with in the Chinese com-
munity. These lookouts or "Wah
Ching” became the eyes and ears aof
the Tongs, feeding information to
theirleaders regarding police crack-
downs and aclivities of rival Tongs.

Hundreds of Chinese were
killed in the Tong Wars that fol-
lowed. Ruthless tactics were used
by the Tongs, which included put-
ting bounties on entire families.
Outside pressure from merchants
helped form the Chinese Peace So-
ciety in 1913, and after the warring

parties signed a truce, much of the
violence dwindled. During the
1920s and the 1930s, tourism re-
placed vice as the main activity in
most Chinatowns. As lourism in
creasingly relied upon safe streets
and clean restaurants, Tong en-
lorcers helped suppress street crime
and assisted in keeping problems
[rom spreading outside the Chi-
nese community. Tong leaders
maintained their political and eco-
nomic influence until the early

1960s.
One of the earliest Chinese

An Asian member squatting
down displ g a gun in a posed
photo meant to impress his
Jriends.
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A posed photograph of an Asian gang

member demonstrating his

prowess with a shoulder-mounted rocket launcher.

youth gangs appeared in San Fran-
clsco in the 1960s. Known as the
Wah Chings, mosi gang members
were born in Hong Kong and soon
became renowned for their acts of
violence: murder, torture, and ex-
tortion. They became feared
throughou! the Chinese commu-
nity within a few short years.

In 1970, a former Wah Ching
named Joe Fong organized a rival
group called the Cheung Ching Yee
or Joe Fong Gang, sometimes
known as the Joe Boys. They were
in direct competition with the Wah

Chings for the lucrative profits from
illegal gambling operations, extor-
tion ol local businessmen and other
Mourishing criminal activities
within the Chinese community.
These two gangs became bit-

ter rivals. The violence escalated
with continual conflict for territory
and influence. The situation boiled
over 1977. In the Golden Dragon
Restaurant in San Francisco's
Chinatown, the Cheung Ching Yee
members, armed with aulomatic
weapons and shotguns, attempted
to kill several Wah Ching members
who were eating there. The

Wah Ching, warned of the
imminent danger, escaped
from the restaurant un-
harmed. But five innocent
patrons were killed and 11
more wounded in the shoot-
ing spree. The Cheung Ching
Yee received prison sen-
tences for the attempted
assassination. and the Wah
Ching wenl underground to
avolid further law-enforce-
ment scrutiny, Since then,
the Wah Ching has evolved
from a mainly youth-ori-
ented gang to a more orga-
nized adult crime group
which has expanded

A .357 Magnum loaded and ready just in
case Mom needs to shoot while she's
changing the baby.

throughout California, the
United States and the world.
Heavily involved in gam-
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bling, prostitution, drug trafficking
and racketeering, they maintain
legal businesses such as medical
services, jewelry stores, segments
of the entertainment business and
travel agencies.

Today the Wah Ching is an
organized criminal group with 600
700 members thal has nationwide
factions and close ties to several
Hong Kong Triads. Due Lo person-
ality conflicis among the group's
members, they have split into four
main factions. Seeking to form pow-
erful alliances with other foreign-
based Chinese criminal groups.
they continue (o broaden their
criminal activities on all fronts, both
internationally and here in the
United States.

Vietnamese-Chinese
Street Gangs

After the fall of Saigon to the
Communists in 1975, large num-
bers of minority groups left Vietnam.
In the early 1980s some of these
refugees began making their way to
the United Slates. One of these eth-
nic groups, the Chinese Vietnamese
from the northern section of Viet-
nam, were assimilated into the al-
ready established Chinese commu-
nities, especially in California.

Not long afier their arrival here,
the Wah Ching and another Chinese
gang, known as the Flying Dragons,
permitied some of the Vietnamese
refugees into their gangs, They be-
came known as the Viet Ching and
soon earned a reputation for being
difficult to control. The Chinese gangs
discovered that some of these Viet
Ching robbed other gang members
and were involved in illegal activities
oulside of the gang operations. They
also found that at times the Viel
Ching openly opposed them. form-
ing their own loosely organized gangs.

Some Viet Ching gangs are
still associated with Chinese gangs
but are engaged mainly in residen-
tial robberies and burglaries. Sev-
eral Chinese gangs still employ Viet
Ching as hit men, enforcers and
debt collectors. Highly mobile
gangs, the Viet Ching have a con-
tinuously changing membership



but seldom have specific names.
The Viet Ching are easily conlused
with ethnic Vieinamese gangs
becuase of similarity of language
and appearance, and because they
are involved in criminal activities
similar to those of ethnic Vietnam-
ese gangs.

Vietnamese Gangs

Vietnamese gangs also origl-
nated in the corrupt society of the
Republic of Vietnam belore its fall Lo
the Communisis. The large num-
bers of refugees who came into the
United States included former mili-
tary officers and influential criminal
elements. After arriving in this coun-
try, they began establishing them
selves in growing Vielnamese com-
munities throughout the United
States. bul especially in Calilornia.
In the same manner as Chinese
gangs, they organized extortion rings
that preyved on their own people. As
the Vietnamese gangs became more
accustomed to the American judi-
cial system, they expanded their
criminal activities into auto thefi
and welfare fraud.

The Vietnamese gangs are rela-
tively new to law enforcement and
information about them is being
constantly collected and developed.
In the last vear. discovery ol rival

female gangs in the Southern Cali-
fornia area indicates they are just
as violent and well-armed as their
male counterparts. The informa-
tion gathered suggests that all these
gangs are comprised mainly of ex-
Vietnamese military personnel, and
when conlronted quickly resort to
deadly force. Many of the gang mem-
bers can be recognized by the nu-
merous scars Lhal cover their bod-
ies. In an attempt to appear more
intimidating, younger gang mem-
bers will claim idenlity with these
groups. These gangs are particu-
larly feared in Vietnamese commu-
nitics and some of the members
have been protecied by the United
States government.

Japanese Gangs

Japanese communities here
are stable and well respected, and
they have nolt generally been
plagued by street gang activity. How-
ever, one main gang, the Yakuza
or Japanese Syndicate, does exist,
and it is the equvalent of our Malia.
This highly organized group, par-
ticularly entrenched in California
and Hawaii, can trace ils roots many
years back inJapanese culture and
often wields great influence and
power. Yakuza members can be
identified by specific tattoos and by
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their attempts (o organize f[orces
with the Mafia have been reported
by law enforcement organizations
here in the United States.

Samoan Gangs

As Lhe immigration of Samo-
ans into the Uniled States in-
creased, they too began congregal-
ing in areas with people of their own
culture. They already had estab-
lished clans led by elders of the
[amilies. As the Samoan communi-
ties grew, many found themselves
in close proximity to Black neigh-
borhoods. Some of the youth soon
began gradual assimilation into the
Black street gangs, and the family
clans eventually began to funection
very much like the local Black gangs.
Many Samoan families are closely
assoclated by blood to the old clans
and therefore protect other Samo-
ans like brothers,

Many of the Black gangs thal
are close to the Samoan communi-
ties are Crips. Most of the Samoan
gangs alfiliate with the Crips or will
support their selves, However, older
leaders in the upper levels of the
clans are always Samoan. Some of
the more recently formed gangs
count Hispanics among their mem-
bers, aswell as Blacks. Just as with
other street gangs, the Samoans
are becoming more prone lo vio-
lence and arming themselves with
aulomatic weapons and other fire-
arms.
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