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by Sergeant Dan Lewis

With rare exceptions, today's aver-
age citizen has had some contact with
illicit drugs. Whether through family
members, friends, acquaintances or
from personal experience, each of us
knows of or has suffered a drug-related
tragedy. In the past, many of these
contacts have been distant, but today
more and more people are reporting
drug activity in their own suburban
neighborhoods.

As the visibility of drug activity in-
creases, the number of telephane calls
from private citizens who wish to pro-
vide information to local law enforce-
ment agencies also increases. But many
people become frustrated by what
appears to bea lack of interest or effort
by these agencies to act on such infor-
mation. This article is written in an
attempt to explain what you as a citizen
can do to help your local law enforce-
ment agencies.

At the present time, a huge volume
of suspected drug-related information
pours into the MNarcotics Bureau on a
daily basis. The majority of this infor-
mation is unorganized, unconfirmed
and usually ignored by enforcement
agencies. Many callers feel discouraged
or annoyed by the experience of vol-
unteering information which no one
considers important enough to act
upon, and tend not to volunteer fur-
therinformation in the future. Both the
callers and the police agencies agree
that the actions reported are probably
drug-related, but the police maintain
that the information is usually insuffi-
cient enough to warrant further action.
This is the point at which friction be-
tween law enforcement and the public
begins.

In an attempt to explain one small
part of the overall problem of drug
enforcement, a short history lesson is
necessary. America was founded by
persons fleeing restrictive European

governments. Those governmenis ex-
ercised the authority to enter homes
and subject persons and their property
to unreasonable searches and seizures
without due process. When the Found-
ing Fathers convened and formalized
our Constitution, one of their foremost
considerations was the idea of being
secure in their persons and property.
Thus, the conviction that “a man's
home is his castle” became a popular
and enduring ideal. This attitude con-
tinues to be a vital law issue today, and
“a man's castle” cannot be breached
without judicial due process, except in
rare and very specific instances.

However, this conviction is the
source of many of the basic problems
currently confronting narcotics enforce-
ment agencies. There are those indi-
viduals wha say this is merely the price
we pay for living in a "free” society.
Some consider it the other side of a
double-edged sword. For it is this very
protection from unreasonable searches
and seizures that guarantees the crim-
inal element opportunities to exploit
and protect their covert activities,

Accompanying this article is a form
designed to assist you in obtaining the
basic information necessary to initiate a
narcotics investigation, It is of the
utmost importance for you to under-
stand that you are not a police officer,
nor are you an agent of the police. Do
not place yourself in jeopardy when
attempting to complete this form. Ob-
tain anly as much information as pos-
sible without arousing suspicion. Remem-
ber, successful investigations require
time. Don’t rush to complete the form
inone day, Take your time and compile
the most complete package possible,

In completing this form, there are
several sections that are crucial, With-
out sufficient information in these sec-
tions the probability of an investigation
is remote,

1. Address — The most basic bit of
information is, in fact, the correct
address. In the past, many embarrass-
ing and sometimes tragic blunders
have been made by search teams bash-
ing down the door to the wrong house.
In addition to the street numbers, a




complete description of the house
helps to eliminate any mistakes. Note
any modifications in the form of fortifi-
cations to doors or windows which
waould hinder a search team’s entry into
the house.

2. Vehicles — Obtain license num-
bers of all the vehicles of the actual
occupants of the house, It is not ex-
tremely important to us, as investiga-
tors, to have the license numbers of all
the cars that come to the house and
stay five or ten minutes. Atternpting to
obtain all those license numbers great-
ly increases your chances of being
discovered by the suspects. Complete
descriptions of the occupants’ cars
saves hours of surveillance and pro-
vides information that can be searched
through our criminal computers in a
matter of minutes.

3. Names of Occupants — Com-
plete names, and any nicknames, of the
occupants of the house are very impor-
tant. This may be the most difficult
information to obtain, but, if the in-
formation explained above has been
noted, not the most necessary. Give as
complete a physical description as pos-
sible of all occupants.

4. Children — Because small chil-
dren living in a drug environment are
also victims, it is important we know
how many are in the house and their
approximate ages. We can then take
appropriate measures to assure their
safety, should a raid take place. If we
know there are very young children in
the house we can arrange for their care
and transportation before the raid
occurs, This lessens the traumatic im-
pact, especially it the raid can be
scheduled while they are at school,

5. Weapons — Police officers always
assume drug offenders are armed with
some type of weapon, and in the
majority of cases this assumption is
correct. In many instances, highly so-

phisticated military assault weapons,
designed with the sole purpose of kill-
ing people, are discovered in drug
raids. The mental condition of drug
offenders is frequently unstable and
highly volatile. To have these weapons
in the hands of abnormally paranoid
and easily agitated individuals can lead
to tragic results for officers, offenders
and innocent bystanders. Any informa-
tion regarding weapon types, numbers
and locations is vitally impaortant.

6. Dogs — To avoid “rip-offs” from
rival competitors and arrests by the
police, more and mare drug dealers
are using vicious guard dogs to protect
their drug houses. Describe the type,
size, color and location of all dogs or
other exotic animals at the suspect’s
location.

Please remember that the most
important point of this article is that
you are not a police officer or agent of
the police, and therefore should not
place your safety in jeopardy in at-
tempting to obtain any of this infor-
mation. Remember also that complet-
ing this form does not guarantee any
investigation will be initiated. It will,
however, provide a useful source of
intelligence for future consideration
and possible investigation, =

NOTE: No pictures or hiographical
information about Sergeant Dan Lewis
was used in this magazine because he
is currently working undercover in the
war against drugs.
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LAKECREST VILLAGE
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AMERICAN RIVER
GARDENS

4954 Ferigo Lane
Sacramento, CA

1-2-3 bed. units.

Off street parking.
Laundry facilities.

|-80 access.

Phone: 334-0965 for rental
information.

* & k k k * ok k k % k
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NARCOTICS INFORMATION SHEET

In an effort to better serve the public, the form listed below has been compiled
illustrating the basic information necessary to assist narcotic officers investigating
your complaint. Because investigations involving drugs are some of the most
difficult to complete successfully, it is important you are aware that not all
information submitted may result in arrests or convictions of suspected narcotic
offenders. It is also important that you realize you are not a police officer and in
completing this form you are not to place yourself in a position of danger.
Complete only as much as is safely possible and investigators will proceed with the
case. Remember, you are not acting as an agent of the police and are to avoid any
action which would cause you to appear suspicious.

Name of occupant:

Description: M F Age Ht Wit Hair Eyes

Name of occupant:

Description: M F Age Ht Wit Hair Eves

Address:

Description of residence (Describe any fortifications):

Type of suspected drug:

Children: _____ Ages:

Weapons:

Dogs (Type and number):

Occupant vehicle: License # Make
Model Style . Color
Occupant vehicle: License # Make
Model Style Color

Time of day most active:

Average traffic per hour:

We suggest that you reproduce this blank form on a copy machine and use the reverse
side for additional information,




